
 

 

COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
ALLERDALE 

Meeting date: 17 January 2020 

From:  Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure  

 

KESWICK TRANSPORT STUDY  

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

1.1 The partner organisations of Allerdale Borough Council; Cumbria County 
Council; Keswick Town Council and the Lake District National Park Authority 
jointly funded a study to look at issues relating to traffic movement and 
parking in Keswick. The Keswick Transport Study was commissioned in 
March 2019 and its preparation is now complete.  
 

1.2 Attached to this Local Committee report is a Partner’s Joint Committee 
Report (Appendix 1). The Partner’s Joint Committee Report is being used by 
each of the partner organisations to provide a consistent overview of the 
preparation of the Keswick Transport Study; an outline of the packages of 
improvements and next steps to support their delivery and implementation. 
The Non–Technical Summary of the Keswick Transport Study is attached as 
Appendix 2. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS 

2.1 The Keswick Transport Study has been prepared jointly with the co-
operation of all the funding partners and was developed with support 
and input from a wide range of stakeholders representing a range of 
statutory and non-statutory groups (including residential groups and 
business associations).  

2.2 The Keswick Transport Study identifies a package of improvements 
which aim to improve the management of traffic and parking; improve 
opportunities to walk and cycle and to transfer journeys to public 
transport and improve opportunities for onward sustainable travel to 
other key destinations around Keswick such as Borrowdale, Honister, 
Skiddaw and Whinlatter.  

2.3 The preparation of the Keswick Transport Study and the development 
of the package of improvements aligns with the vision of the Cumbria 
County Council Plan 2018 - 2022 in that it has been prepared working 
with residents, businesses and other organisations. The delivery of a 
coherent programme of measures to improve transport and parking in 



 

Keswick will improve connectivity within Keswick and to the rest of 
Cumbria. The delivery of the improvements will also reinforce 
Keswick’s function as a major centre for tourism thus supporting the 
growth of the local economy and the wider Cumbrian economy.   

3.0 RECOMMENDATIONS 

3.1 That Cumbria County Council Local Committee for Allerdale, in line 
with the recommendations of the Partner’s Joint Committee, attached 
as Appendix 1: 

 
1. Endorse the principle of the packages of improvement (as 

summarised in pro-formas 1-8 in the Keswick Transport Study’s 
Non-Technical Summary – attached as Appendix 2);  
 

2. Agree to work with the other partner organisations to explore the 
opportunities to secure funding to deliver the packages of 
improvements through internal and external funding 
opportunities; and  
 

3. Agree to the establishment of a Programme Delivery Board to 
ensure the co-ordinated delivery of the improvements.   

4.0 BACKGROUND 

4.1 Keswick provides a range of facilities and services for the local community   
and is also a major centre for tourism and its attractions draw a great 
number of visitors. The appeal of Keswick attracts many vehicle trips and 
during certain times of the year parking and traffic movement in the area can 
be difficult. This has been recognised by the organisations who manage 
facilities in Keswick – Allerdale Borough Council, Cumbria County Council, 
Keswick Town Council and the Lake District National Park Authority.  The 
partners agreed to jointly fund a study which looked at these issues and 
make a holistic assessment of what is needed to improve the management 
of traffic and parking in Keswick and to encourage sustainable transport 
modes.  

 
4.2 The Keswick Transport Study was prepared using a robust evidence based 

approach. This ensured that the study can present the most robust evidence 
and justification necessary to support the partner organisations in seeking to 
secure funding from internal and external funding opportunities.  

 
4.3 Below are the eight packages of improvements identified in the Keswick 

Transport Study. A summary of the packages of improvements is provided in 
the Partners Joint Committee Report (Appendix 1) and further detail is found 
in the Keswick Transport Study Non-Technical Summary (the Appendix 2).  
In summary the package of improvements are listed below together with the 
delivery leads.  

 
1. St Johns Street Improvements – Cumbria County Council/Lake 

District National Park Authority  



 

2. Development of an Off Street Parking Strategy – Allerdale Borough 
Council (in partnership with Cumbria County Council and third party 
operators) 

3. TRO review – Cumbria County Council 
4. Wider Cycling Improvements – Lake District National Park Authority 
5. Public Transport Infrastructure Improvements – Keswick Town 

Council and Lake District National Park Authority (in partnership with 
Stagecoach) 

6. Cycle Network Improvements within Keswick – Cumbria County 
Council / Lake District National Park Authority 

7. Behaviour Change Programme – Lake District National Park 
Authority 

8. Walking Infrastructure Improvements – Cumbria County Council/ 
Lake District National Park Authority.  

 
4.4 The delivery of the packages of improvements is subject to funding being 

secured. The Keswick Transport Study provides the evidence (based on a 
robust assessment and defined methodology) to support the partner 
organisations in seeking to secure funding from internal and external funding 
sources. It is recognised that further scheme development will be required 
for some of the packages of improvements and at that stage further 
stakeholder engagement/ public consultation will be undertaken.  

 
4.5  To ensure momentum and support the delivery of the packages of 

improvements the Lake District National Park Authority (as senior 
responsible owner for the Keswick Transport Study) will convene a Delivery 
Programme Board to co-ordinate and monitor progress.  Updates on 
progress on the delivery of the packages of improvements will be reported 
through the partner organisation’s committee structures. When considered 
necessary working groups will be set up to support the delivery of 
improvement packages. In particular, a working group will be required to 
deliver the proposed off-street parking strategy in partnership with third party 
operators. 

5.0 OPTIONS 

Option (a) 

5.1 The principles of pro-formas (1-8) contained within the Non- Technical 
Summary of the Keswick Transport Study (Appendix 2) are agreed and a 
commitment is made that all partners work together to explore the 
opportunities to secure funding to deliver.  

Option (b) 

5.2 Local Committee does not endorse the principles of the pro- formas (1-8) 
contained within the Non-Technical Summary of the Keswick Transport 
Study (Appendix 2) and does not commit to working with partners to work 
together to explore opportunities to secure funding to deliver the package of 
improvements.  



 

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS 

6.1 There are no direct resource or value for money implications arising from the 
recommendations in section 3 at this stage. This will need to be reviewed 
once funding sources have been identified. David Briggs 30.12.2019  

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

7.1 It is a function of Local Committees under Part 2 D, 5.1.1 (b) to liaise with 
other bodies delivering services in the area, to seek to co-ordinate planned 
activities and to improve services for the residents of the area by working 
together as effectively as possible. The Committee is therefore able to 
support option (a) if it wishes and make a commitment that it will work 
together with partners to explore the opportunities to secure funding to 
deliver the package of improvements. Sarah Dodds 30/12/19 

8.0 CONCLUSION 

8.1      The Keswick Transport Study presents a coherent programme of measures 
to improve transport and parking in Keswick. The Keswick Transport Study 
has been developed with the co-operation of the partner organisations. 
Whilst the delivery of the packages of improvement measures is subject to 
funding being secured, the Keswick Transport Study provides an evidence 
base to support the partner organisation to secure funding from internal and 
external sources. The establishment of a Programme Delivery Board will 
help to maintain momentum and help the partners work together to deliver 
the improvements. 

 
Angela Jones  
Executive Director – Economy and Infrastructure  
 

17 January 2020  
 
 
  
 
 
APPENDICES 
 
Appendix 1: Joint Report of Partners Allerdale Borough Council, Cumbria 
County Council, Keswick Town Council, Lake District National Park Authority.  
 
Appendix 2: Keswick Transport Study – Non=Technical Summary  
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